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H:m Mid-Heights Community is located
between Interstate Highway 1-25 on the west,
Eubank and Juan Tabo Boulevards on the east,
Interstate Highway [-40 and Lomas Boulevard on
the south, and the Bear Canyon Arroyo and the
Bear Tributary on the north. Most of the Mid-
Heights was developed between 1950 and 1970.
People who live there characterize it as a place
that is neither old nor young. Less than 50 years
ago it was Albuquerque’s suburban fringe. Now it
is the Izart of the city’s northeast quadrant.
Sustaining this key portion of the established city
as a viable and attractive place to live, work, and
play is especially important as Albuquerque strug-
gles to guide its growth.

The Mid-Height's age, growth, and shift from
city fringe to city crossroads has brought
strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities.
The community’s parks, schools, religious institu-
tions, trail system, entertainment, shopping, job
opportunities, well-maintained mature neighbor-
hoods, neighborhood associations, and civic
groups are some of its strengths. The Mid-Heights
also contains Uptown, a City urban center. Its
improvement as a place for people to live, walk,
gather, do business conveniently, and seek enter-

tainment may serve as a model for creating other
Albuquerque urban centers.

Area weaknesses stem from rapidly built and
now aging suburban development. Excessive
commercial zoning and large redundant com-
mercial signs on major streets, street and site
designs that cater to car movement and storage at
the expense of other activities, few landmarks or
art, utilitarian looking utility poles and lines, and
concrete-lined arroyos detract from the gracefully
maturing neighborhoods where people display
creativity, sense of ownership, and pride.

Major citywide issues threaten life as it was in
the Mid-Heights. Too much traffic, air pollution,
abandonment of suburban conventions that fos-
tered human interaction (such as maintaining
front yards), growing crime, vandalism, graffiti,
and aging neighborhoods all compromise com-
munity stability.

Opportunities to improve community life lie
in the community’s strengths, weaknesses and
threats. Schools and parks can be better used,
streets can be redesigned for people, and under-
used properties can be redeveloped with mixed
uses that encourage public life. Art can be intro-
duced and landmarks can be recognized and
enhanced or created. The many strong neighbor-
hood associations and established civic groups,
the business community, schools, and churches
can help the few weaker unorganized areas to
improve their neighborhoods.

After identifying and examining Mid-Heights
issues, the Community Partnership chose to begin
work on two major issues and to assist existing
organizations on a third issue:

1. The maijor streets are the Mid-Heights’
most dominant feature. The Partnership has
chosen to recreate them by initiating a
major street prototype redesign to improve
appearance and function for pedestrians,
bicyclists, transit users, and people with dis-
abilities. Future work will include
developing strategies to create more oppor-
tunities for public life. Some strategies will
need to be developed to encourage better
use of under-used commercial properties
and to encourage mixed uses that support
bicycling, walking, and transit use.

2. Some neighborhoods are beginning to
display signs of physical and social deterio-
ration. The Partnership has chosen to get
neighborhood and business leaders togeth-
er to work on a strategic plan to reverse
these trends.

3. The Partnership also chose to help ensure
that Uptown develops as an effective urban
center.

At the April 1998 Mid-Heights Blueprint
review session the Partnership indicated that they
also wish to develop and articulate an overall
vision for the Mid-Heights based on what they
now know and to work with Albuquerque Public
Schools and the City to further develop and use
school grounds and buildings for the community.

The Community Blueprint will be updated
regularly. It is an evolving document that can be
used by City Council, the City Administration and
the public to help them make decisions about
allocating resources most effectively. O

mid-heights community 1
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The Partnership spent the first half of their
initial year identifying community strengths,
opportunities, weaknesses and threats, dis-
cussing their desires for the community’s future,
and choosing priorities.

In 1997, the Mid-Heights Partnership chose
to work on three major efforts: 1) revitalizing
neighborhoods that are beginning to display
signs of social and physical deterioration; 2)
redesigning major Mid-Heights streets to cre-
atively identify parts of the community, to
become animated public spaces, and to improve
their appearance and function for walkers, bicy-
clists, and mass transit users; and 3) ensuring
that the Uptown Sector Plan is implemented
effectively. The Partnership has initiated two of
the efforts. All three priorities are discussed in
greater detail in the Priority Issues and
Recommended Actions chapter of the Blueprint.

During the final review of this Blueprint, the
Partnership chose to add two additional priori-
ties: 4) developing and articulating an overall
vision for the Mid-Heights based on priority
issues and community strengths that have been
identified and 5) working with the Albuquerque
Public Schools and the City to further develop
and manage Mid-Heights school buildings and
grounds for community use.

Blueprint Contents

This blueprint is one of nine. It presents an analy-
sis of current conditions in the Mid-Heights
Community, identifies priority issues, and rec-
ommends actions. The document is divided into
three main sections:

1. The Executive Summary, Introduction,
City Strategic Planning Process, and City of

Albuquerque 5-Year Goals and Mid-Heights
Community Conditions provide an overview
of community conditions that can be used
to evaluate progress over time. Key findings
about community conditions are listed
under each of the City’s seven goals.

2. The Mid-Heights Community Profile is
divided into nine subjects. Community con-
ditions are analyzed for each subject. Key
findings and recommended actions follow
each analysis.

3. The Summary of Partnership Issues sum-
marizes the process used by the Partnership
to identify community priorities. Priority
Issues and Recommended Actions
describes Partnership commitments for

the next few years.

Mid-Heights Blueprint information comes from
several sources:

* The Mid-Heights Community Partnership

* Youth planning meetings organized by
the Office of Neighborhood Coordination

Youth planning meetings organized by
the Cultural and Recreation Department

Mid-Heights Community meetings
for the HUD 5 Year Plan

Many City documents including The
Albuquerque Progress Report, the
Sustainability Indicator Report, and the
Uptown Plan to name just a few

Uptown Plan Workshops

City staff field observations

Because information is taken from many

sources, it should be interpreted with caution.
For example, census data may have been com-
piled by tract, block group, or extrapolation
methods. Some information is based solely on
observation. Nonetheless, the major points
derived from the analyses are useful.

How Can The Blueprint Be Used?

...to plan

The Blueprint is intended to provide a basis for
actions which can improve quality of life. It pro-
vides information about current conditions and
trends and recommends ways to affect change in
the community. It can be used to evaluate con-
ditions, generate discussion, and propose sol-
utions to identified issues.

The Blueprint can be revised and expanded
to develop a Community Area Plan. Area plans
can serve as building blocks for revising and
updating the City/County Comprehensive Plan.
Common issues, strengths and opportunities in
all nine Blueprints could lead to City and region-
al policies.

...to budget

The Blueprint contains information about the
community’s needs, desires, values and dreams.
It can be used as a guide by public officials and
other policy makers in their efforts to improve
the social and physical environment in the com-
munity.

The Blueprints are intended to be updated
periodically and may have individual compo-
nents updated more frequently. If you have
questions or want to participate in planning for
the community, call your Community Planner, at
924-3860. O
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Feedback on conditions

\\\l related to goals and other priorities.

STRATEGIC
PLANNING

Where do we want to be?

Shared Vision (lead)
Community
Partnerships
EPC
Neighborhood
Coalitions

Recommended 5-year
Goals, based on
community conditions.

Goals Roundtable (2 years)
Goals Forum (4 years)

POLICY
PRIORITIES
and SERVICE
STRATEGIES

Mayor
City Council

Adopt 5-year Goals.
Adopt Service Strategies.
Adopt Annual Objectives.

Community Blueprints

Public Hearings

Service Strategy Reviews

Annual Priority Obj
Resolution

1 RESOURCE

ALLOCATION

/l\ How we get there...

Mayor
City Council

Develop and
propose budget.

Amend and pass budget.

Departmental Proposals
Public Hearings

1 SERVICE

DELIVERY

City Departments
Other Service Providers

Service implementation.

Service Delivery Plans

==

MEASURE

Where are we now?

Indicators Progress

Commission (lead)

Community
Partnerships

Goal Progress

Sustainability Progress

Community Profiles
(in Blueprints)

Goal Progress Indicators
Sustainability Indicators
Citizen Satisfaction Survey
Community Blueprints
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Goal 4: Achieve sustainable development,
and balanced development and redevelop-
ment, including infill development.

* The Mid-Heights is neither old nor young.
As parts of the community are revitalized,
they need to be celebrated for what they are.

« Uptown has become a regional and commer-
cial office center, but it lacks the cohesive
structure, pedestrian convenience, and strong
sense of place necessary to become a fully
integrated urban center.

* Uptown aiso needs more housing to become
an effective and integrated urban center.

* Most land in the Mid-Heights has already
been developed, but as needs change and
new Mid-Heights goals become clear, some
land could be redeveloped for other uses.

*» The Big | area has tremendous potential to
become one of several interconnecting
tourist hubs.

* The positive places that people in the Mid-
Heights have said they like are often hidden.

* The design of existing development in the
Mid-Heights encourages car travel.

« It is difficult, unpleasant, and dangerous for
pedestrians to cross parking lots to access
businesses and apartment buildings.

* Housing types are diverse, but not well
distributed.

* The average home sales prices for most areas
within the Mid-Heights was slightly below the
December 1997 median price of $125,000 for
the Albuquerque Metropolitan area. In
December 1997, apartment rental costs

ranged from averages of $324 - $437 for
efficiency apartments to averages of $661 -
$892 for three bedroom apartments.

Goal 5: Increase environmental
protection and resource conservation.

* The Mid-Heights is Albuquerque’s major
air pollution hot spot.

* Because inconvenient public transportation
cannot compete for riders who now drive,
street congestion and air pollution will
worsen.

* The Uptown Sector Plan Traffic Mitigation
recommendations and the Uptown
Transportation Management Association
have tremendous potential to improve
congestion and air quality in Uptown and
if used citywide, in Albuquerque.

« Traffic noise and other noise is an issue in
almost all Mid-Heights neighborhoods. This
issue impacts quality of life in the neighbor-
hoods. Some houses near major streets may
have been converted to rental properties in
response to this issue.

* Conserving water and ensuring good water
quality are important City goals that need
cooperation throughout the City.

Goal 6: Adopt and pursue implementation
of an economic vitality strategy.

* Entertainment exists, but it is scattered.

* The Mid-Heights is a regional office and
retail center.

* Although many offices and retail spaces are
concentrated in Uptown, just as many are
scattered along arterial and collector streets
throughout the Mid-Heights. The heaviest
concentrations are along Menaul and
Mongomery Boulevards, |-25, 1-40, and most
north/south arterial streets. Scattered office
and retail space adds to traffic and air pollu-
tion.

* Some commercial areas along the freeways
are in a state of transition that may need
intervention to prevent or stem area deterio-
ration.

Goal 7: Foster the expression and
appreciation of Albuquerque’s cultures.

*» The Mid-Heights is the most populated part
of Albuquerque. Its diversity is not as obvious
as other parts of the City.

* The Mid-Heights has the building blocks for
continuing to develop a sense of ownership
and pride: individuals, organizations, special
places, special events, and current and past
community successes.

mid-heights community
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History and Development

INDIAN SCHOOL

JUANTABO

Mid-Heights’ Boundaries

History and Development Trends

Albuquerque’s Population Soars

“The Mid-Heights is not old and not young. As we
revitalize our community, we must remember
not to be like everywhere else or try to look
brand new. We need to celebrate ourselves.”
(Source: Mid-Heights Partnership observation,
Winter 1997)

Less than fifty years ago, the Mid-Heights
Community was Albuquerque’s suburban fringe.
Now it lies in the heart of Albuquerque’s north-
east quadrant. Located between Interstate
Highway 1-25 on the west, Eubank and Juan Tabo
Boulevards on the east, Interstate Highway 140
Lomas Boulevard, and Indian School Road on
the south, and the Bear Canyon Arroyo and Bear
Tributaries north of Osuna Road, it has become
a major city crossroads for people who live in
newer developments to the north and east, peo-
ple who work at Kirtland Air Force Base and
Sandia Laboratory, people who shop or work in
Uptown, and others who live in the Mid-Heights.

Between 1940 and 1960, Albuquerque’s popula-
tion soared from 35,449 to 201,189. Most of this
growth took place in the Mid-Heights. Growth
was fueled by locating the U.S. Army Air Corps in
Albuquerque in 1940 and expanding Kirtland
Field during WWII. Many government employ-
ees, service men, and scientists who located
here during the development of the atom bomb
stayed and their families contributed to the post-
war baby boom.

Albuquerque’s Land Area Triples...
Housing Developments Spread

Between 1946 and 1950 Albuquerque’s land area
tripled. By 1950 most of Albuquerque’s east mesa
was annexed. Between 1951-1959 the Mid-
Heights area south of Montgomery Boulevard
was completely annexed into the City. Most areas
east of Wyoming were not developed until later.

In the 1950s developers and merchant
builders began to build houses east of Carlisle

mid-heights community 11
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of place. To reach its full potential as an urban
center it will have to develop a distinct identity;
have concentrated and integrated mixtures of
housing, offices, entertainment, restaurants, and
shops; have convenient mass transit and conve-
nient and attractive public places for people to
walk, gather, visit, read a book, eat lunch, take
their kids, watch other people, enjoy the out-
doors, sit, and partake in public events. To be an
attractive center it needs to cater to pedestrians

and offer a more playful and diverse atmosphere.

The specific policies and regulations adopted
in the 1995 Uptown Sector Plan should help cre-
ate cohesiveness by better connecting the
isolated shopping, entertainment, and offices
located around Uptown. (Sources: Albuquerque’s

Uptown Sector Plan Area

Environmental Story 1996, Albuquerque Com-
munity Identity Program Final Report — July 1995,
Uptown Sector Plan - June 1995)

The Big | Area Hosts Tourists

The Big I area (the area surrounding the inter-
section of Interstate Highways 140 and [-25) also
has the potential to develop into a cohesive cen-
ter of activity. It now contains 2200 hotel and
motel rooms, but lacks adequate tourist support
services for its guests. The area would benefit
from more restaurants, entertainment, shopping,
a public park, pleasant walkways, and conve-
nient mass transit that leads to Albuquerque
attractions (Uptown, Downtown, Old Town, the

BioPark, the Rio Grande Nature Center and
bosque, the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, City
recreational trails, the Sandia Tram, and the
Elena Gallegos Open Space and Forest Service
Trails.) Developing this area to function fully will
benefit the tourist industry and adjacent neigh-
borhoods, and act as a catalyst to revitalize the
western portion of the Mid-Heights.

Land Uses and Development
Trends 1995-97

The Mid-Heights includes 11,271 acres of land.
This total includes 2,553 acres of streets and
alleys. Very little land is available for new devel-
opment, although underused land and

mid-heights community 13
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People

JUAN TABO

PENNSYLVANIA,
WYOMING

JUAN TABO

@ 20% - 29.9% of population
30% and above

LOMAS

Percentage of People Below Poverty

(Source: 1990 Census)

Total Population and Diversity

The Mid-Heights is the most populated part of
Albuquerque. In 1990, 88,529 people lived
there. In 1990, the majority of people in the
Mid-Heights identified themselves as being
white. The percentages of Black, Native
American, and Asian Mid-Heights residents
were the same or similar to the percentages of
Black, Native American, and Asian residents
in Albuquerque and Bernalillo County. Of the
total Mid-Heights population, 26% identified

. "

Note: The following infc includes pop using
entire census tracts that overlap slightly into the North Valley and North
Alb que, therefore, the bers are based on a population of 97,053
instead of 88,529. (Source: 1990 Census)

Mid-Heights Albuquergque Bernafilto County

No. No. %
White 80593 | 83% | 301010 | 78% | 369,445 | 77%
Black 2314 [ 2% | 11484 | 3% | 13199 | 3%
Native Amer. 2466 | 3% | 11,708 | 3% [ 1629% | 3%
Asian 1694 | 2% 6660 | 2% 7386 | 2%
Other 9986 | 10% | 53874 | 14% | 74251 | 15%
Total 97,053 | 100% | 384,736 [ 100% | 480577 | 100%
Hispanic 24905 | 26% | 132706 | 34% | 178310 | 37%
(ANY RACE}

themselves as being Hispanic.

The Mid-Heights Partnership characterized
the Mid-Heights community as being culturally,
ethnically, and religiously diverse. They also
believe that compared to many other cities, the
general population in Albuquerque and the Mid-
Heights is tolerant of racial and ethnic differences.

Education, Employment,
Poverty, and Income

Census data corroborates Mid-Heights Part-

1990 HOUSEHOLD INCOMES
Mid-Heights

(Source: 1990 Census)

Albuguerque Bernalilio County

Households 153,781 185,445
<$5,000 4.6% 6.4% 6.6%
$5-14,999 17.7% 19.3% 19.2%
$15-$34,999 39.3% 36.2% 36.4%
$35-49,999 18.3% 16.9% 16.8%
$50-74,999 13.8% 13.6% 13.5%
$75-99,999 4% 43% 4.2%
$100,000 + 2.4% 33% 3.4%

mid-heights community 1§
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D 7.9% or less of population
8% - 20.9%
214+% LOMAS

Population  Dwelling Units Jobs
1995 89,018 40,729 66,241
2000 87,519 40,852 72,614
2005 87,502 41,230 79,354
(Source: Urban Growth Projections modified
by the Planning Depantment)

Population 65+ Years

ing rooms, lounges, swimming pools, indoor trash
and mail service. Houses are also located in this
area. Residents aged 65 and older comprised 1,423
or 24% of the people living between these major
streets, however, older people live throughout the
Mid-Heights. A broad range of housing types, trans-
portation choices, and services are needed to
serve people as they age to enable them to stay in
the same neighborhood or area of the City if they
wish as their needs change.

Nine percent (9%) of the 8,429 Mid-Heights
residents living below the poverty level were
people 65 years and over.

People with Disabilities

In 1990, 1,683 Mid-Heights residents had mobility
and self care problems. (Source: 1990 Census)
As the elderly segment of the population grows,
this number will increase.

(Source: 1990 Census)

Population Projections

At the inception of the community planning pro-
gram, the Planning Department disaggregated
1995-2005 Urban Growth Projections done for
large Planning Information Areas (PIAs) and
reaggregated them according to Community
Planning Areas. These draft projections show a
decrease in Mid-Heights population by over
1,500. Dwellings are projected to increase by
over 500 and jobs by over 13,000. These projec-
tions are based on patterns of development, the
availability of vacant land in various zoning cat-
egories, subdivision approvals, proposed CIP
Decade Plan projects, population age and
household patterns, adopted land use policies,
and some assumptions about rezoning. J

mid-heights community 17
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City Council
Districts

County Commission
Districts

State Representative
Districts

State Senate
Districts

Neighborhood Associations

In 1995, there were eighteen neighborhood and
homeowner associations in the Mid-Heights.
Now there are over forty associations. Eleven
formed since October 1996: Candelmen, Cielito
Lindo, Conchas Park, Gutierrez/Northridge, Kiva-
Monte, Matheson Park, Mesa Village, Montgom-
mery Heights, Mont-Lou-Com-Pedro, Quigley,
and Sandia High School Area. At least five have
existed for at least ten years: Hoffmantown, Inez,
I a Sala Grande, Mark Twain, and Zuni. Both new
and established associations have brought peo-
ple together, effectively combated crime, and
made Albuquerque a better place to live.
(Source: Office of Neighborhood Coordination -
AGIS Map and Neighborfest '97)

Several Mid-Heights associations and indi-
viduals were honored at the League of
Neighborhoods Neighborfest 97. The breadth of
awards demonstrates neighborhood accom-
plishments in working with businesses and
individuals to make their parts of Albuquerque
better places to be. Mid-Heights neighborhood
associations have pioneered ideas such as a
newsletter published by children. They have
developed working relationships with business-
es, the police, the local school principals, City
Councillors and State Representatives and
Senators. They have learned to tap local
resources for equipment, knowledge, local meet-
ing places, and cooperation. They honor their
volunteers and celebrate each other.

Several associations have produced and dis-
tributed newsletters regularly: Just a few of them
are Bel Air, Boyds-Leslie Park, Candelmen, Cielito
Lindo, Hodgin, Inez, New Kimo and North Eastern
Association. The newsletters are all so informative
and innovate that neighborhood associations
would benefit from exchanging them.

Mid-Heights neighborhood associations’
accomplishments over the last year are impres-
sive: hosting a service fair, providing welcome
packets to new neighbors, getting neighborhood
kids involved, setting up policing and neighbor-
hood watch programs, setting up web sites, using
e-mail, phone trees, flyers, newsletters, and hot-
lines, keeping a historical scrapbook of
neighborhood progress, doing massive neigh-
borhood clean-ups, getting street lights installed,
hosting garden tours, hosting social events, rally-
ing to remove neighborhood dangers and blight,
collecting for charity, sponsoring civic events
like legislative forums, and sponsoring art shows.
(Source: Seventh Annual Neighborhood Recog-
nition Banquet Booklet from Neighborfest 1997)

The City Solid Waste Department also
reports that because of neighborhood associa-
tion surveillance, graffiti on concrete arroyos
and other public properties is reported quickly.
The graffiti crew works in this part of
Albuquerque daily. Neighborhoods also remove
graffiti themselves.

mid-heights community 19
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Hoffmantown Shopping Center Sign

* Entertainment - Uptown area (malls,
theaters, restaurants)

* Libraries - Ema Fergusson Library,
Juan Tabo Library, Wyoming Regional
Library and Rose Garden

* Parks - Arroyo del Oso Golf Course and Park,
Bel-Air Park, Comanche Park, Conchas Park,
Cutler Park, Hoffman Park, Inez Park, Jenry
Cline Park, Kiva Park, Matheson Park,
Mitchell School Park, Montgomery Park,
Osuna School Park, Snow Park, Snow Heights
Park, Stardust Skies Park, Taylor Park, Tom
Bolack Urban Forest, John Villela Park, Vista
Verde Park, Xeriscape Demonstration Garden

* Schools - Del Norte High School, Hodgin
Elementary, Inez Elementary School, Madison
Middle School, McKinley Middle School,
Sandia High School, Sombra del Monte
Elementary

* Senior Centers - Bear Canyon Senior Center
(just east of the Mid-Heights), Palo Duro
Senior Center

» Shopping - Coronado Center, Rowland
Nursery, Winrock Center (as a place and as
an icon seen from 140)

* Worship - Queen of Heaven Church

Landmarks

People identified two major landmarks in the
Mid-Heights. They are both associated with com-
mercial activity. One is Winrock Shopping
Center (particularly its roof and sign) and the
other is the Hoffmantown Shopping Center sign.
Both of these structures rise above surrounding
neighborhoods.

The Hoffmantown Shopping Center sign is

historically significant. The shopping center was
built in 1951, but was redesigned. The sign was
erected in 1958. The paint has changed, but the
structure has remained unchanged. In 1998, the
City will be submitting an application to the
Landmarks Commission to recognize the sign as
a City Historic Landmark. (Source: Ed Boles, City
Historic Preservation Planner)

The Mid-Heights Partnership and people
who attended early Community Identity
Planning meetings listed both landscapes and
buildings as favorite places. Some may be land-
marks, too. One is the Wyoming Regional
Library, Rose Garden and cast aluminum sculp-
ture by Wes and Alice Thompson. Another is the
City Xeriscape Garden at Osuna and Wyoming.
There are few public art pieces in the Mid-
Heights. Public art installations can be enjoyed
at the following locations:

* At Palo Duro Senior Center,
5221 Palo Duro NE
Palo Duro Mosaic (a ceramic tile mosaic
1995 by Robert Stout), Decorative
Wrought Iron (a seating area 1995 by
Jake Lovato); and Palo Duro Senior Center
Environmental Design (landscape architec-
ture 1995 by William S. Perkins ASLA)

* At the NE Heights Police Sub-Station
at Osuna and Wyoming
Police Officers Memorial Granite
Sculpture (1991 by Bill Worthen); and
“To Serve and Protect” (71984 by
Storm Townsend)

mid-heights community 21
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Street and Car Dominance

Major streets functionally and visually dominate
the Mid-Heights. As a major crossroads for
Albuquerque, this may be appropriate. The Mid-
Heights has 2,553 acres of streets; comprising
23% of the Mid-Heights total land area. Major
parking lots and parking structures take up
another 442 acres. (Source: 1996 AGIS) This does
not include the off-street parking required for all
land uses. In the Mid-Heights, as in much of
Albuquerque, gas stations, car repair shops and
car accessory stores are everywhere.

The Mid-Heights contains portions of both

interstate highways: 140 and 1-25. Its grid pat-
terned street system has nine principal arterial
streets, nine minor arterial streets, and numerous
collector streets in between. The principal arterial
streets are Lomas Boulevard, Menaul Boulevard,
Candelaria Road (I-25 - San Mateo), Montgomery
Boulevard, San Mateo Boulevard, Louisiana
Boulevard (Lomas — Menaul), Wyoming Boule-
vard, Eubank Boulevard, and Juan Tabo
Boulevard. The minor arterial streets are Indian
School Road (140 - Pennsylvania Street), Candel-
aria Road (San Mateo Boulevard ~ Juan Tabo),
Comanche Road (125 - Carlisle Boulevard),
Osuna Road (San Mateo — Wyoming), Spain Road

(Wyoming - Eubank), Carlisle Boule- vard,
Jefferson Road (Montgomery - 1-25), San Pedro
Drive (Montgomery - Osuna) and Louisiana
Boulevard (Menaul - Osuna). (See the Long Range
Major Street Plan Map in the appendix.)

Street Issues

Although Mid-Heights streets form a convenient
transportation grid, their widths, traffic flows,
noise, and design create barriers for bicyclists,
transit users, and people walking. People living
in houses adjacent to major streets say that noise
from traffic impacts their lives. Evidence of this

mid-heights community 23
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Sidewalk at Candelaria

« Montgomery Boulevard
(between 1-25 and San Mateo)

Congestion was beginning (delay: 1-7 seconds
per mile) on the following Mid-Heights streets:

« San Mateo Boulevard
« Wyoming Boulevard
« Eubank Boulevard

« Portions of 140

* Menaul Boulevard

« Candelaria Road

» Montgomery Boulevard

With increased development in the I-25 corridor,
140 corridor and North Albuquerque, no doubt
congestion has worsened in several areas.

JUAN TABO

@ All Wheelchair Ramps in Place
A Some Wheelchair Ramps

wan Street with Some Sidewalks
= Streets without Sidewalks

Existing Wheelchair Ramps and Missing Sidewalks
in the Mid-Heights Area (Source: AGIS 1997)

Neighborhoods complain of worsened condi-
tions on San Mateo Boulevard near [40 and all
along Montgomery Boulevard. A major City com-
mitment is needed to make bicycle, transit, and
pedestrian systems complete, safe, attractive and
efficient to maintain air quality, reduce traffic,
and sustain the Mid-Heights into the future as a
viable place to live, work, and play.

Places for Pedestrians

Residential streets within the 1/2-mile grid of the
arterial street system contain very few cul-de-sacs.
(Source: Albuquerque Community Identity Pro-
gram Final Report, 1995) This could support
pedestrian movement within neighborhoods if
most sidewalks were not located next to the curb,
rising and falling at every driveway, and if vehic-

ular cut through traffic did not impact neighbor-
hood streets. The Neighborhood Transportation
Management Program (NTMP) addresses some
of these issues and should address them better as
the NTMP process improves.

The major streets that surround the neigh-
borhoods are pedestrian barriers. Sidewalks are
narrow (4- to 6-feet wide), filled with utility poles
and other obstacles, lack wheelchair ramps at
intersections, and resemble roller coasters where
they are located next to the curb and change
level at each driveway. Several arterial streets
carry a considerable amount of water during
rainstorms. Because most sidewalks are directly
adjacent to the curb, splashing from cars adds to
pedestrian inconvenience and discomfort. Lack
of shade, seating, and well-directed lighting at
night also discourage walking.

mid-heights community 25
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Transit Authority Service Plan was prepared in
October 1997. Although the Plan is not yet adopt-
ed, it is worth mentioning. With increased hours
and frequency of service its other recommended
improvements would dramatically increase
options for travel to and through the Mid-Heights.
The Plan proposes an improved Uptown activity
center shuttle route, additions to local service on
Osuna Road, Spain Road, 125, Jefferson Road,
and Washington, Pennsylvania, Moon, and
Morris Streets. The Plan also proposes additions
to express/commuter service on Montgomery,
Menaul and Lomas Boulevards and on I-25 and I-
40. The Uptown transit center, one of three major
Albuquerque Transit and transfer centers, is par-
tially funded and being planned. Park and ride
facilities are proposed on Montgomery
Boulevard at I-25 and at Tramway Boulevard. A
new concept, neighborhood bus centers, are pro-
posed on Montgomery at San Mateo, Eubank and
Tramway Boulevards.

Traffic Mitigation and
Transportation Management

Decreasing the number of vehicle trips to and
within Uptown will help to improve air quality in
the Mid-Heights and will assist the City in main-
taining compliance with the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards. The Uptown Sector Plan
proposes the formation of a Transportation
Management Association (TMA) to address traf-
fic congestion, parking, and air pollution
problems. One was formed in 1996.

SAN MATEO

COMANCHE

|

CANDELARIA

Local/All-day Bus Routes

‘ Commuter/Express
(Peak Hour) Routes

JUAN TABO

Mid-Heights Bus Routes (Source: City of Albuquerque Bus Schedule, Nov., 1997)

Uptown Lunch Shuttle (discontinued March, 1998)
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MONTGOMERY PARK 6:45 - 9:00 a.m.
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
UNIVERSITY OF N.M.  6:45 - 9:30 am.
AVERAGE NUMBER
OF TRAIL USERS
PER WEEKDAY 3:45 - 8:00 p.m.

ON THE PASEO DEL
NORDESTE TRAIL

51 bicyclists, 54 walkers, 7 runners
142 bicyclists, 56 older walkers, 14 runners

119 bicyclists, 35 walkers, 24 runners

An additional 118 runners, 86 walkers and
6 bicyclists were counted on an unpaved road
across the arroyo during the same time period.

199 bicyclists, 48 walkers, 41 runners

On the unpaved road, 270 runners, 119 walkers
and 19 bicyclists were counted.

Paseo del Nordeste Trail Users, 1991

rollerbladers, and others in the Mid-Heights. The
trails also serve commuter bicyclists. Designated
onsstreet bicycle facilities serve hardy commuter
bicyclists. A network of on and offstreet bicycle
facilities is proposed in the Trails and Bikeways
Facility Plan and its regularly updated map. The
Mid-Heights Partnership listed the existing trails
as a community asset, but also noted their need
to be beautified, improved, and connected to a
larger recreational trail network. The trails have
great potential to serve as a catalyst for bringing
beauty, identity, convenience, and fun to the
Mid-Heights. (See the entire 1997 Bikeways
Master Plan map in the appendix.)

The Paseo del Nordeste Trail runs along the
North Diversion Channel and the Hahn Arroyo to
link UNM, an industrial area, several neighbor-
hoods, Comanche Park, Hodgin Elementary

(Source: Trails and Bikeways Facilities Plan, 1993)

School, Ema Fergusson Library, Palo Duro Senior
Center, Montgomery Park, and Sandia High
School. This trail connects to the North Channel
Trail and others that will eventually link the Mid-
Heights to proposed trails in the North Valley, the
existing Paseo del Bosque along the Rio Grande,
the Paseo del Norte which crosses the river and
other trails proposed for the west side.

The Paseo del Nordeste trail has had consis-
tent use since it was built in 1980. It now needs
basic rehabilitation as well as more amenities.
The City is evaluating and preparing cost esti-
mates for reseeding, benches, and major street
crossings.

Bicycle counts were taken at the Paseo del
Nordeste Trail in 1991. Bicyclists were counted
again on a few Mid-Heights trail and on-street

AM. PEAK P.M. PEAK

* Tramway Boulevard/

Paseo de Las Montanas Trail 50 106
* Louisiana Boulevard/

Constitution Road 23 24
* Osuna Boulevard/

Wyoming Boulevard 20 19
* Comanche Road/

Paseo del Nordeste Trail 62 70

Peak hour bicyclists using Mid-Heights trails and
on-street bicycle routes, Sept. 1997

bicycle route locations in September 1997 dur-
ing the a.m. commuter peak (6:30-8:30 p.m.) And
the p.m. commuter peak (4:00-6:30 p.m.) (See
above chart,)

The Paseo de Las Montanas Trail runs along
the Embudo Arroyo to link Uptown, Bellehaven
Elementary School, Snow Heights Park and
planned community center, Eubank Elementary,
and Collet Park in the Mid-Heights. This trail con-
tinues east to the City’s Tramway Trail and will
eventually connect with the Forest Service
Embudo Trail head and a whole network of
Open Space trails in the Foothills. Both this trail
and the Paseo del Nordeste trail will connect to
the proposed M0 Bicycle Trail.

The eleven mile long Bear Canyon Arroyo
Corridor Trail runs east/west along the Bear

mid-heights community 29
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Public Works

* Hydrology: $350,000 Storm Drainage
(Bear Canyon Arroyo, Wyoming to
Arroyo del So)

* Transportation:
$2,000,000 Uptown Transportation;
$250,000 Trails & Bikeways - Comanche
$250,000 Uptown Transit Center

Neighborhood CIP Projects (Neighborhood Set
Aside)

+ $60,000 Beautification of Wyoming
Boulevard Median Strip

Other Mid-Heights Transportation and Infra-
structure Projects are proposed for 1999, 2001,
2003, and 2005 in the Capital Implementation
Program Decade Plan 1997 — 2006. g

mid-heights community 31



‘saoeld 19410 Mdj © pue AISWOSIUON
Suofe pajenusduod aIe Aay) :panquisip
oM 10U o1e Sjusuipede AjIsuap ySiY «

SWI9)
-qoid snouas 8q 0} spusaI) SUIMO[[O] a3 19} Aoy,

‘sonijiqestp yim
9jdoad pue aydoad 1apjo 0} SedIAIRS
Aueuw sIajjo. pue paurejureul [[om st
(s1omo], opnquiy) Suisnoy 21qng Iouas «
‘guisnoy jo
Kouea pue ‘Asusp ‘odA ur Ais1aalqg .

:aamsod Suteq se sainquie Suisnoy siySoH-PUN
suimoiioj oy passy| diysisuned siySISH-PIA YL

suonydadiaqg diysiauyivd

Aunwwod siybiay-piw zg

awioH Ajrwp4-a1burs v SIYBIaH-PIW 3y Ul pa)D0] SAWOH 3[IGO

S3yb1aH-PIN 2y3 Ul Bujpjing Jawundy uy

~buisnol




Housing built
from 1940-49

Housing built
from 1960-69

Housing built
from 1950-59

JUAN TABO

Housing built
from 1970-79

Housing built
by decade

(Source: 1990 Census)

B 25%-49.9%

50+%

of housing built
during the decades
indicated.

JUAN TABO

Housing Built AN N
from 1980-89 _ kjr/
>

* Single-family houses are becoming
rental properties with absentee land-
lords who cannot be contacted easily.

(Source: Mid-Heights Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats Analysis (S WOT))

Housing Choices

According to people who responded to the
1990 Census, most Mid-Heights housing
developed in clusters by decade.

In 1990, 52% of the housing was owner
occupied, 42% was renter occupied and 6%
was vacant. Most renters and most multi-family
housing were located in the western part of the
Mid-Heights, just north of 140 in the central por-
tion of the Mid-Heights, and surrounding
Montgomery Boulevard. (Sources: 1990 Census
and AGIS)

People tend to characterize rental prop-
erties in Albuquerque as temporary housing
for people who wish to own property or

mid-heights community 33
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Hodgin
Elementary

PENNSYLVANIA

MENAUL

Percentage of housing
units per census tract
which are renter-occupied.

25% to 50.9%
51% or more

LOMAS

School

JUAN TABO

D Less than 26%
[] 26% to 50.9%
] 51%t075.9%
. more than 76%

Governor Bent
Elementary
School

JUAN TABO

Elementary
School

Housing-Rentership

Projections Modified by the Planning Department)

In 1990, almost 24,000 houses represented
59% of the housing choices in the Mid-Heights.
Over 4,100 dwellings were in buildings contain-
ing 2-9 units and over 11,700 were in larger
buildings. Over 400 mobile homes were located
in the Mid-Heights and over 250 units were in
group homes or other housing. (Source: 1990
Census)

Larger parcels of vacant land with zoning for
multi-family housing development are found
near 125, near 140 and within the Uptown core.

Housing Costs

In December 1997 the average closing price for
homes in the Mid-Heights varied by subarea. The
Board of Realtors reports these averages by three

(Source: 1990 Census)

areas that extend beyond the Mid-Heights bound-
aries: $184,222 in the Far N.E. Heights (between [-25,
Montgomery Boulevard, the Sandias, and Sandia
Heights), $124,158 in the Near Heights (between I-
25, Central Avenue, Louisiana Boulevard, and
Montgomery Boulevard), and $120,476 in the N. E.
Heights (between Louisiana Boulevard, Central
Avenue, the Sandias, and Montgomery Boulevard).

APS Elementary School Mobility Rate

(Source: APS/AGIS)

The median selling price for homes in the
Albuquerque Metropolitan area, including Rio
Rancho was $125,000. The Apartment Association
of New Mexico publishes a quarterly report about
apartment costs and occupancy by postal zip code.
Zip codes 87110, 87111, and 87112 cover most of the
Mid-Heights. The December 1997 apartment rental
rates were as follows:

ZIP CODE

* studio $312-384 (avg. $324)

$410-455 (avg. $437) $265-5430 (avg. $420)

* 1 bedroom $318-9595 (avg.-$483)

$420-859 (avg.-$544) $350-$570 (avg.-$514)

« 2 bedroom/1 bath

$425-584 (avg.-$514)

$498-850 (avg.-$609) $450-5689 (avg.-$580)

2 bedroom/2 bath

$610-715 (avg.-5662)

$578-1040 (avg.-$718) $575-$755 (avg.-$676)

¢ 3 bedroom $690

$699-1349 (avg,-$892)  $640-$950 (avg.-$661)

mid-heights community 35



‘BuneIou)ap st
Suisnoy Ajiurej-njnu swog “Suroueuy Jo $92IN0S
Iayjo Buisn sswoy 119U} PIJRAOUSI dARY SI9YJ0
Auew pue uresSoid uoneyjiqeya: Suisnoy s A1)
o) ysnoiy aduejsisse 1oj patidde aaey ojdoad
awog 1dey [[om )00 Suisnoy sIySISH-PI 1SONW

suonipuo) buisnoy

(965661 SdV 224n0S)
"yS1y se jou SI ajel [elUdL BY) BAIR {OOYDS
Arejuswia[yg sjueqny ay) uj ‘Sursnoy [eluai jo afe

Auadiad ysiy e si a1ay) seare [0oydg Arejuawaly
juag IoWaA0) pue UISPOH 3y} Uj "Iedh [00Yds
2y} Suunp seare [00YDS SSOY) JO JNO IO Ul paAowl
sjooyds Arejuswia[ yueqng pue Arejuswaly
uBpoH Sulpusnie sJuspnis ay) Jo %9) pue g
Usamiag “Ieak [00dSs Sy} Suunp eale {0OYds oy}
JO INO IO Ul PSAOUI SJUSPN)S [00YDS Alejuawaly
juag IOWIBAOD) JO %9/, IDAQ ‘Seale SIYSIOH-PIN
INoj Ul 1S0W 9Y) PaAOUI SJUSPNIS AIR)USWII[Y

(snsua) g6 :224n08)
"SIESA SAY O] SUO WIoJj SSWOY IIBY) Ul PaAl] pey

%9z Iayioue pue Ieak aUO URY) SS3[ 10} WOY
yuasald IISy] Ul paAll pey Sployssnoy jO %9z
:IoMaU dIoM SPIOYISNOY J8Y)() 'Sieak (7 13A0 10]

buisnoy pazipisqns YH4/GNH

9661 ‘swpiboid buisnoy

9661 ‘L€ 230 - 9661 ‘| "uer -

woibold g uoias ‘buisnoy sngnd

Ayunwiwod syybiay-piw 9g

aoe[d auo ul paAl] pey 1ey) %.1 49a0 Suipnpul
‘sIeak G I9AO SoWOY IPY) Ul PaAl] pey Spioy
-asnoy sIySIoH-PIN Y1 jiey isowe ‘0661 U
"anss| ue si AJijiqeis pooyioqysisu
2I3UM pUR 2JeD0] 0] PUSI) SJUSPISAI JUSBISURI)
1S0W 9Y) A1dYM MOoYs AoUapIsal Jo iSual Inoqe
UONRULIOJUI SNSUSD pue sojel ANfiqow [00yds
ylog ‘spooyioqysiou Suife ojur usIpjiyd Yim sai|
-1WUe) S9ONPOIUL USYO J1 3SNEIIq Bl U YSaijal
ued 12A0UIN} SUISNOY SWOS ‘101Avyaq 3[qeidedoe
10J ULIOU 3Y] 135 pUE ‘SISWIODMSU SUI0D[aM O} AR]S
‘eale Ue 0} palILILIOD are oym a[doad jo aseq e j|

A31903s Ayunwwiod

wco_Uum
noyum Buisnoy Apwey [ |

Auap|3 ‘pajqesiq Ajjedrshyd
‘paddedtpuen Ajjelusp
‘pajqesiq Ajeiuawdojenag .

17T Jes) weiboig
qeyay BuisnoH ngagd O

/661 '1€ YIIDW JO SD SIS
buisnoy pazipisqns YH1/aNH
BuisnoH syqgnd O

$

z

g SIBYONOA

o

3 pue s31e31U3D) § UOIDAS O

VINVATASNNId

)74
B)
O31VW NYS

IISIYYD
ALISHIAIND

AHINOOINOW

SIHYOW

]
m
(2 5 ¢ £661 ‘87 Kew ybnosyy
2 2 E c z suonedddy pue saunbu)
: m 5 m g weiBoig qeyay swon @@ g
o Pt >
SYNOY - 2 w ° H
% i SYWOT |
o) ;
ot~
roumme i O m 2 H NOLLALLLISNO:
ARy, 2 <
gt Sy o £ m
ToorosmaN s, - - - m 00HOS NVIGNI »
e @ P —— ~ r H -
INVNaN ") . ﬁ e »
e J 20 °
YIHYI3GNYO ’ ﬁ )
| vHvIIaNYD § e
T TYUS oo ) TSNS WSS SIS S S o, S ®
/2N R T 170 o

08vVLNYN

AHINODLINOW

ogviNvAr
SIHYC




Public Housing/Section 8/
HUD/FHA Subsidized Housing

Public housing and subsidized housing for fami-
lies, elderly people and people with disabilities
is scattered throughout the Mid-Heights.

Housing in Urban Centers

The Uptown Sector Plan has three zoning cate-
gories that allow a variety of multi-family housing
to be built. The Plan envisions an urban center
that blends multi-family housing, regional shop-
ping, offices, hotels, and entertainment. Incen-
tives are needed to encourage developers to
build housing in Uptown. 0
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The City should add a water play feature
at Sandia Pool;

Schools should encourage youth to partic-
ipate in the Middle School Collaborative
Tennis Program;

Schools should encourage youth to partic-
ipate in an environmental education
program sponsored by the City’s Open
Space Division;

The Cultural and Recreational Services
Department should create a stronger part-
nership between the middle school and
City’s cultural facilities and programs
through field trips, information sharing,
and outreach programs by working
through the Middle School Collaborative
Program;

The schools and City should encourage
youth to participate in a bicycle safety
education program;

« The City should consider the Middle

School for additional recreation program
funds;

« The City should expand the relationship

between the Wyoming Regional Branch
Library and the school library.

Grisham Park

h
JUAN TABO

Parks with 1/2-mile radii

Parks

The Mid-Heights Community has several signifi-
cant community parks such as Arroyo del Oso,
Jerry Cline Park, and Montgomery Park, as well
as a number of neighborhood parks ranging
from less that one to nine acres. More tennis
courts and jogging paths are found here that in
any other community planning area of the City.
Several larger neighborhood parks including

Conchas Park, Cutler Park, Hoffman Park,
Matheson Park, Snow Park, and Taylor Park
serve as community gathering places.

Six of the Mid-Heights parks are managed
through Joint Use Agreements with Albuquerque
Public schools. Los Altos Golf Course and
Community Park is just south of the Mid-Heights.
The Bear Canyon Arroyo which forms the north-
em boundary of the Mid-Heights, runs through
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ous page shows current park coverage. Several
neighborhoods complain that the closest neigh-
borhood park is located across an arterial street.
These parks are difficult to reach and do not ade-
quately serve surrounding neighborhoods.

Trails

Two plans have been adopted to guide the
development of trails and bicycle facilities in
Albuquerque: The Trails and Bikeways Facility
Plan and the Bikeways Master Plan. A More
detailed plan, The Bear Canyon Arroyo Corridor
Plan, guides trail development along the Bear
Canyon and Bear Tributary on the Mid-Heights
northern border.

Recreational trails paralleling arroyos in the
Mid-Heights offer a refreshing break from the
street grid pattern. The trails link neighborhoods
with commercial centers, parks, libraries, and
the Palo Duro Senior Center. These linkages are
a model for other communities with a visible sys-
tem of drainageways. Most trails are asphalt or
dirt paths next to arroyos. The Mid-Heights
Partnership and others have stated that if the trail
corridors were improved with water conserving
landscaping, seating, more exits and other
amenities, they would become linear parks and
catalysts for other neighborhood improvements.
(See detailed information about trails in the
Transportation and Infrastructure Section)

Next Steps in Park,
Open Space, and Trails Planning

A Public Information Document describing exist-
ing park, open space and trail facilities by
community planning areas is being developed.
The document will also include general informa-
tion about park, open space and trail
development processes in the City of Albuquer-
que, general cost information, and typical funding
sources. Upon completion of this document, a
more detailed planning process will proceed in
each community planning area. Meetings will be
held with community partnerships and others to
gather specific public input about existing park,
open space, and trail facilities as well as to deter-
mine future needs within each area.

Current and Upcoming Projects

Projects that have recently been completed, are
currently in progress, or recently funded include:
Balduini Park - Lobo Little League, Comanche
South Park - Thunderbird Little League,
Cutler/San Mateo Park, Grant Middie School Joint
Use, Hayes Middle School Joint Use, Inez
Elementary School Joint Use, Jerry Cline Park
Tennis court Resurfacing, McKinley Middle
School Phases I, II, & 1II, Sandia Pool renovation,
Snow Heights Shelter Center, Sombra del Monte
Elementary Joint Use, Cutler Park Renovation,
Inez Park Renovation, Aztec Park Renovation
Phase I, Conchas Park Renovation Phase I, La
Palomita Park Renovation, and Comanche North

City Recreational Facilities and Programs

* Community Centers: Snow Recreation

* Golf Courses: Arroyo del Oso, Los Altos
(just outside Mid-Heights boundary)

* Little Leagues: Lobo, Thunderbird

* Developed Neighborhood Parks: Aztec,
Conchas, Cutler, Grisham, Hoffman, Kiva,
La Palomita, Loma del Rey, Luecking North
and South, Novella, Osuna, Quigley, Snow,
Taylor, Villela, Vista Verde, Wade Circle, Zuni
¢ Undeveloped Neighborhood Parks:
Comanche North

* Developed Community Parks: Arroyo del Oso
(partially developed), Balduini, Cardwell,
Collet Elementary School, Comanche South,
Ed Leslie, Inez, Jerry Cline, Madison Middle
School, Mitcheil elementary School,
Montgomery, Rachel Light, Snow Heights,
Sombra del Monte Elementary, Stardust
Skies, Urban Forest

* Senior Centers: Palo Duro

« Softball Park: Los Altos (just outside
Mid-Heights boundary)

* Soccer Game Fields: Aztec, Conchas, Cutler,
Hoffman, inez, Jerry Cline, Montgomery,
Osuna School, Quigley, Rachel Light,
Stardust Skies, Villela

* Swimming Pools: Montgomery Pool,

Sandia Pool, Los Altos Pool (just outside
Mid-Heights boundary)

* Tennis Courts: Jerry Cline Tennis Complex,
Aztec, Hoffman, Montgomery, Stardust Skies,
Villela, Zuni, Arroyo del Oso (just outside
Mid-Heights boundary)

* Trails: Bear Canyon, North Trail, 1-40 Bridge,
Paseo de las Montanas, Paseo del Nordeste
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focus centers are being developed on school
grounds. One center is in progress at McKinley
Middle School and another is proposed for the
New Futures High School campus.

People participating in discussions about
Uptown since May 1997 have noted that a com-
munity center located in Uptown would benefit
numerous people and would be an appropriate
use for an urban center. A community center in
Uptown should include recreation for adults and
children as well as community meeting and
events rooms. The Family and Community
Services Department is conducting a study to
determine criteria for siting future community
centers.

The only City operated meeting/event space
in the Mid-Heights is Palo Duro Senior Center.
Although the Mid-Heights has numerous school
buildings that could be used for community
meetings, some principals invite more after-
school use than others.

Other Entertainment, Recreation
and Shopping

The Mid-Heights has numerous restaurants offer-
ing many types of cuisines in several price
ranges, eight (8) movie theaters, a children’s the-
ater, an amusement park, a miniature golf
course, four (4) bowling alleys, and five (5) pool
parlors. It has two major shopping malls, two
minor shopping malls, other shopping, and night
clubs located along the major streets. (Source:
Albuquerque yellow Pages — Telephone Directory)

Continuing Education

The Mid-Heights has 23 public schools and a
number of private church affiliated schools.
Public schools are organized by high school
cluster. Most of the Mid-Heights middle and ele-
mentary schools are in the Del Norte and Sandia
High School clusters. Matheson and Mitchell
Elementary Schools are in the Eldorado High
School cluster and Collet Park Elementary
School is in the Manzano High School Cluster.
Some children living in the Mid-Heights attend
elementary schools outside the Mid-Heights
boundaries.

The Mid-Heights also has private industrial,
technical and trade schools, secretarial schools
and other schools for gymnastics, floral arrang-
ing, language training, therapeutic massage,
reading and travel. (Source: Albuquerque Yellow
Pages- Telephone Directory) There are two (2)
neighborhood branch libraries and one (1)
regional library (Wyoming Library) that has out-
grown its space and may revert to a
neighborhood branch when a regional library is
built elsewhere in the Mid-Heights. The new
regional library may be located in Uptown.

The Arts

The Mid-Heights has about 25 art galleries.
(Source: Albuquerque Yellow Pages Telephone
Directory) The New Mexico Art League office is
located just west of the Juan Tabo Library. A new
Center for the Arts is managed by the

Albuquerque Arts Alliance, a non-profit organi-
zation on contract to implement the City’s
Cultural Arts Plan.

The Cultural Arts Plan goals include: providing
arts education to area youth, encouraging lifelong
participation in the arts, fostering an appreciation of
all cultures, creating and funding an arts informa-
tion and referral service, providing funding for arts
and cultural organizations, and promoting arts and
culture as economic development tools. (Sources:
“Incubator Program Gives Arts Head Start”, David
Steinberg, Albuquerque Joumal, Sunday, August 31,
1997 and “Bearing Fruit: Arts Alliance Keeps City’s
Cultural Plan Growing, Pliable”, Anthony Della Flora,
Albuquerque Joumnal, Sunday, November, 9, 1997)

The Center for the Arts located on San Pedro
Drive sponsors an art incubator program, has an
art library and an artist registry and rents space to
Chamber Music Albuquerque, Albuquerque
United Artists, and the Golden Apple Foundation
of New Mexico.

Patsy Catlett, Albuquerque Arts Alliance
Executive Director, describes the center as “a
chamber of commerce for the arts”, one that
includes all arts disciplines. Arts organizations
now in the Arts Incubator program are Calpulli
Ehacatl, Flamenco del Encanto and De Colores
Festival of the Arts (organizers of the Hispanic
Culture Festival). The program gives the organi-
zations free office space with a desk and
computer. They share a fax machine, photocopi-
er, telephones and meeting space. Mentors meet
regularly with the groups to work on budgets and
performance schedules. Workshops will train
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Crime and Safety

50

30

Percent

20

10

Residents who feel “very safe” in their neighborhoods
(Source: Albuguerque Progress Report — December, 1996)

The number of reported crimes is not extraordi-
narily high in any particular portion of the
Mid-Heights, nor is it especially pronounced in
any particular neighborhood. The exception is
“Driving While Intoxicated” repornts which are
concentrated along San Mateo and Montgomery
Boulevards. There was a percentage increase of
crimes against persons in some neighborhoods,
but the actual numbers were still low. Domestic
violence reports were relatively high in one
neighborhood (131 in 1995 and 128 in 1996).
(Source: Albuguerque Police Department Beat
Statistics 1995-1996) Traffic, traffic related acci-
dents, and near accidents are the chief
complaint of new neighborhood associations in
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Burglaries, 1996

Narcotics Crimes, 1996

DWI's, 1996

Motor Vehicle Thefts, 1996
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Bernaliilo County Line

Tramway R9. Sandia Peak
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Candelaria
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CB Commercial Information Areas

The Mid-Heights is a regional employment and
retail center. (See Generalized Land Use Map in
the appendix.) Uptown has the largest concentra-
tion of retail stores in New Mexico and
contributes large amounts of sales tax and prop-
erty tax dollars to State and local government. In
addition to Uptown, most major streets in the Mid-
Heights are lined with retail shops, offices, and
service related businesses such as gas stations,
insurance companies, and repair shops.
Continuous strips of commercial development
generate vehicular traffic since it is often not pos-
sible to park once and accomplish a number of
errands in one location.

Many commercial and industrial businesses
have located near the two interstate highways to
serve potential interstate, regional, and local cus-
tomers. Warehouses, industrial and heavy
commercial businesses are concentrated near
the two interstate highway edges, with most
located next to 1-25. Two full service hotels and
one allsuites hotel are located in Uptown and
several motels and hotels are located elsewhere
in the Mid-Heights near I-40 and [-25. Large stores

were located near Eubank and 140 in the 1980s
and others were built in 1997 near San Mateo
and 140.

Some of the older highway related business-
es seem out of place in the urbanizing areas that
have grown around them. The truck stops near I-
25 seem strangely out of place next to the large
hotels near them. The unusual combinations of
industrial, commercial and tourist related busi-
nesses will no doubt disappear naturally as
dominant uses support the development of com-
patible businesses. Some areas, however, will
require intervention to be transformed into cohe-
sive urban places.

Although office, retail and industrial vacan-
cy rates are low in the Mid-Heights, under used
and vacant commercial spaces create a percep-
tion of blight in some areas.

When the Mid-Heights Partnership analyzed
Mid-Heights strengths, opportunities, weaknesses
and threats, people recognized that although the
area has very good shopping, it suffers from too
much traffic and air pollution. Mid-Heights strip
malls were characterized as looking like “any-
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Finance,
Insurance &
Real Estate

& Utilities

Wholesale

Agricuiture
Construction
< Manufacturing

Government
nY

Transportation
& Utilities

Services

& Misc. Wholesale

Finance, Insurance

Retail & Real Estate Retail
Employment in PIA 4, 1977 Employment in PIA 4, 1995
(Source: “Demographic Projections, 1987°, City of Albuquerque) (Sources: New Mexico Department of Labor, City of Albuquerque,

The following information about types of jobs is
presented by Planning Information Area (PIA).
The Mid-Heights encompasses almost all of
Planning Information Area 4 and about half of
Planning Information Area 14. In 1995 PIA 4 had
48,257 or 14% of all the jobs in Bernalillo County
and Rio Rancho and PIA 14 had 20,659 or 6%.

PIA 4

From 1977 to 1995 the total number of all jobs in
PIA 4 increased from 26,998 to 48,257. From 1977
to 1995 the job market in this PIA shifted signifi-
cantly to service jobs. In 1995 almost 60% of the
jobs located here were retail (13,521 or 28%) and
services (14,616 or 30%). In 1977 these types of

Planning Division and Middle Rio Grande Council of Governments)

PIA Map over Mid-Heights
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Air Quality facilitates pedestrian, bicycle, and transit options
to single occupancy vehicle trips.

JUAN TABO

SAN

The quality of Albuquerque’s air
depends on the weather and per-
sonal lifestyle choices made by
local residents. Geography is also
a factor. High altitude and valley
location make Albuquerque a par-
ticularly sensitive area. At a
mile-high elevation, atmospheric
oxygen is 17% less than it is at sea level. This con-
dition causes increased carbon monoxide (CO)
pollution from vehicles and other burning activi-
ties because of incomplete and less effective
combustion. (Source: Albuquerque’s Environ-
mental Story)

The Mid-Heights is Albuquerque’s major air
pollution hot spot. Two regional shopping malls
and other retail shopping scattered along streets
are served by an extensive arterial street system
characterized by large intersections which
impede walking and bicycling. The Environ-
mental Health Department’s highest readings for
carbon monoxide are in this area at the 2ZE and
2ZK monitors. Although the area is largely built-
out, there is concermn about continued traffic
growth. Peak period traffic and overall traffic den-
sities contribute to the failure of many area
intersections and result in high air pollution levels,
particularly in Uptown. (Source: Environmental

In order for Albuquerque to be a clean air Health Department, Air Quality Division)
city, the community needs to make important
land-use, transportation, and airquality deci-
sions. To cut down on transportation-related air
pollution, we must reduce emissions of individ-
ual vehicles and reduce the number of vehicles
using our streets through travel demand man-
agement strategies and land use planning that

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Ambient Air Monitoring Stations

The Uptown Plan requires traffic mitigation
and reduction plans for new developments.
Tracking the success of these improvements and
transportation management techniques could
provide a model for other employment and
shopping areas in the region. As the techniques
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In January 1997, after several months of identify-
ing, listing, discussing and prioritizing Mid-
Heights strengths, opportunities, weaknesses
and threats, the Mid-Heights Community Part-
nership chose to begin work on two major
issues:

* Reinventing the major streets by improv-
ing their appearance and function for
pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, and
people with disabilities and using the
streets to convey a positive Mid-Heights
identity;

* Revitalizing parts of the Mid-Heights that
are beginning to show signs of physical
and/or social deterioration.

The Partnership also committed to help ensure
that the Uptown Sector Plan is effectively imple-
mented. These three major commitments will
require intense involvement of the Mid-Heights
Partnership, others in the Mid-Heights Community,
and City staff through the year 2000.

Other important issues identified by the
Partnership and others in the Mid-Heights
Community may be folded into the three major
efforts. The community will have many opportu-
nities to reexamine their priorities.

The following lists of priorities were devel-
oped by the Mid-Heights Community Partnership.
The Partnership’s entire list of strengths, opportu-
nities, weaknesses, and threats follows the
priorities. An Uptown Design Workshop Report is
included in the appendix.

Prioritized Wishes 1/16/97

S5 VOTES

* To have street landscaping on arterial and
collector streets to include:
* signs identifying the Mid-Heights;
and neighborhoods within it
* low water landscaping; and
* seating

4 VOTES

* To increase opportunities for all age groups to
walk, bicycle, and visit in public spaces safely

* To link the Mid-Heights, Uptown, UNM,
Downtown, Duke Stadium, river, zoo, etc.
with consistent and reliable transportation
alternatives

* buses

* park and shuttle * other

3 VOTES

* To begin a new annual festival or to build on
existing ones (i.e. Ted E. Bear Picnic)

2VOTES

* To increase community identity with
greater inter-neighborhood interaction
that highlights and shares diversity

* To connect neighborhoods west of San Mateo
to Montgomery Park (i.e. with a pedestrian
bridge, or other techniques); and to better
connect activities in other parts of the Mid-
Heights that are separated by major streets

* To fully build-out the Uptown area with higher
density housing and offices

1 VOTE

* To halt deterioration in the Mid-Heights
(i.e. occupy or reuse vacant buildings)

* To have happy, active, interested kids

* To ensure safety in homes and schools
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« Many opportunities for entertainment

* Good road system

* Easy access to all parts of the City

* Well maintained arroyos

*Some well designed and landscaped medians.
Some are xeriscaped

* Facilities exist to care for people from birth to
death: Hospitals, Schools, Funeral homes

* Aesthetically nice area that has aged gracefully.

* Neighborhoods have helped beautify the grounds
of some schools, like Hodgin Elementary

* Senior Public Housing (Embudo Towers) offers
security, is well maintained and well landscaped,
has a recreation center and a commodities pro-
gram for seniors, and is close to Winrock, Kaseman
Hospital, and across the street from a park

* Many neighborhoods organized against crime

Threats

* Too much traffic

* Air Pollution

* Declining water quality and quantity versus land-
scaping and general usage

« Vandalism, Graffiti, Theft and Substance Abuse at
Embudo Towers

« Urban Decay

* Crime

Weaknesses

* Though we are acting regionally when we work in
one area, live in another and play in another, we
are not thinking regionally

» High density apartments not well distributed

* Streets not pedestrian friendly: sidewalks near
curbs, hard to cross wide streets, bus stops not
inviting

« Streets ugly, large and not landscaped

« Strip malls and neighborhoods look like anywhere
USA.

» More commercial spaces being built while existing
spaces are vacant

* Parks, community centers and senior centers are
hard to access without personal transportation

* Public transportation unreliable for people who
have no other means of transportation

* Inadequate street drainage during rain storms

* Albuquerque trees are inappropriate species and
are not maintained

*» Easy access to “secure” buildings like Embudo
Towers by people recognized as frequent visitors

* Single family housing becoming rental property
with absentee landlords out of state

* Not knowing owners or managers of rental hous-
ing in single family area neighborhoods

* Transient issues not being addressed
» Liquor sales encroaching on neighborhoods

* Not enough jobs above entry level-children leave
Albuquerque for job opportunities

* Aging population with low income cannot main-
tain their properties

» Littered, weedy vacant lot, utility easements and
alleys

* Antiquated, inadequate phone and cable lines

« Sight pollution from signs and utility lines

* Deteriorating (aging) infrastructure

« Partnership lacking between agencies with public
facilities they could share

« Some schools do not make themselves part of the
community

* Some schools are bleak eyesores

» Recreation sometimes inaccessible for poor kids
and seniors

* Not enough community centers and senior centers

* Redrawing school boundaries can threaten pro-
grams in older schools and encourage population
growth at the city perimeter, spinning kids to the
edge

* Social facilities do not encourage inter-genera-
tional activities
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lack of area community identity. Maintaining
traffic flows will also need to be considered.

Actions in Progress

1.a. Interstate Corridor Enhancement Plan:
The Mid-Heights Partnership and others in the
Mid-Heights have been involved in the Interstate
Corridor Enhancement Plan. The plan objective
is to visually enhance Albuquerque’s interstate
highway corridors by incorporating designs and
landscaping to reflect Albuquerque’s diversity in
the built and natural environment. Specific over-
passes will also reflect the particular area in
which they are located. Noise walls, bicycle
trails, interchanges and bridges will be designed
using the following criteria:

* Natural environment and urban context
» Community identity context and theme
* The driving and pedestrian experience
* Climate

« Night and day effects

* Driver, Pedestrian, and bicyclist safety

* Maintenance

* Ease of construction

* Available funding and cost effectiveness

1.b. Creating arterial street and collector street
prototype designs. The Mid-Heights Community
Partnership formed a Street Committee that met
from April — September 1997. After establishing
criteria for choosing a location for prototype

street design, they conducted several field work
sessions to observe streets. This helped them
develop a list of issues and opportunities and to
write a request to fund conceptual design, con-
struction drawings, and some pilot construction
projects. The committee initially chose Cand-
elaria Road to be designed as a prototype minor
arterial street because it spanned the entire Mid-
Heights, had many interesting design issues, and
did not seem impossible to accomplish. The
committee chose Comanche Road to be
designed as a prototype collector.

The Mid-Heights Partnership proposed the
original project in autumn, 1997. $300,000 of GO
bond funding from the City’s CIP program is now
available to begin. A prototype design will be test-
ed for application on an arterial street. Connecting
arterial streets with other issues and opportunities
may be studied as well. Additional funding is
being requested to conduct the same type of work
on Comanche Road, using its redesign as a proto-
type for collector streets.

Recommended Actions

The first step involving the Partnership will be to
articulate very clearly what the project is meant
to accomplish.

The next step will be for the Mid-Heights
Partnership, representatives from the Foothills
Partnership, and City staff from Planning, Public
Works, the Capital Implementation Program, and
other departments to discuss the possible scope
of work necessary to complete the project. While
the project has been generally described in fund-
ing requests, the following list includes some
possible details.

Public and Interagency Involvement

* ldentifying who should be included in the
participation process and designing the
process (Representatives of bordering
neighborhoods will definitely be included.)

Project Definition and Feasibility
Given Existing Conditions

* Inventorying existing conditions on the
chosen arterial street and on other
Albuquerque arterial streets

* Inventorying and analyzing what
Albuquerque has done to achieve the
same goals on other streets (successes
to repeat and failures to avoid)

* Inventorying and analyzing what other
cities have done to achieve the same goals

* Identifying and analyzing constraints
to applying proposed solutions

* Producing a cost/benefit analysis or
matrix for choosing a range of solutions
to achieve goals (the street prototype
elements)

Evaluation of Alternatives

* Producing a conceptual design
for one arterial street and perhaps
portions of other arterial streets

The Construction Project

* Producing construction designs

» Choosing a pilot project location
and initiating construction
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a little longer than outlined here, the following
strategic planning goals will guide the effort:

» To involve the community to a high
degree in identifying priorities and choos-
ing strategies

+ To accomplish strategic planning work
within nine months - to one
year...including community involvement
and approval

» To develop a short term set of actions
that can be initiated and accomplished
within one year

+ To develop a long term strategy that can
be put in motion and tracked over 3 to
10 years

 To establish an evaluation process to
track and monitor plan implementation
effect and success

Western Mid-Heights Strategic Planning Meeting, January 1997

v FEBRUARY 1998: The Community identified its
assets and issues by compiling asset and issue
inventories. Seven groups (four neighborhood
associations, a business association, the Middle
School and the Senior Center) compiled and pre-
sented information. They were asked to think
positively first in order to build from strengths.

Inventory Methods:

took new photographs
¢ compiled old photographs
« wrote a sentence or a paragraph

» mapped a favorite route and noted the
locations of special places and people

* surveyed residents in a neighborhood,
children in the schools, residents in apart-
ment complex, people attending the senior

center, business owners and managers,
business customers, and hotel guests

v MARCH 27, 1998: A second large meeting
was held. Groups presented their inventories and
priorities and commonalities were discussed.

*« MAY 1998: Review priorities and check the
priority list with the larger community. Publish it
in draft form and distribute widely.

¢ JUNE-JULY 1998: Reconvene to discuss pos-
sible visions for the community, to choose short
and long term strategies, and to identify
resources

¢ AUGUST 1998: Write a draft plan for commu-
nity and inter-agency approval

* SEPTEMBER 1998: Community and others review
plan, meet to discuss, and recommend changes

* OCTOBER 1998 : Rewrite and publish
¢ FALL 1998: Public hearing process if govern-
ment resources, policies, etc. are a part of the

strategy

* WINTER 1999: Easy - low cost strategies are
initiated.
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Making an Urban Center
City of Albuguerque Planning
Department

For more information, call
Paula Donahue at 924-3932 -
fax - 924-3339, or E-mail
pdonahue@cabgq.gov.

Making an Urban
Center

Uptown workshops provide answers.

What is an Urban Center?

Attractive urban centers are like
magnets. People want to live, work,
and locate their businesses in them.
Others want to spend time in them.
Ensuring that vital places like this
develop will make Albuquerque a
more interesting place to live and visit.

Each urban center has its own identity
--- something like a signature
identifying it as its own special place.

Most urban centers have a
concentrated and integrated mixture of
housing, offices, entertainment,
restaurants, and shops. Urban
centers have convenient mass transit
and convenient and attractive public
places for people to walk, gather, visit,
read a book, eat lunch, take their kids,
watch other people, enjoy the
outdoors, sit, and listen to music.
People walk from one place to
another in urban centers.

Three Events Held

At three events participants were
asked, "What can you suggest to heip
Uptown become a cohesive and
attractive place -- one that radiates a
strong sense of what it is and can
become?”

On February 21st, people from a

variety of City departments
participated in a design workshop.
The Uptown Association, Inc. met on
March 18th to discuss ways to market
Uptown. Finally, on May 3rd,
professional designers and others
participated in a design workshop at
Winrock Center.

The Uptown Plan

In 1995, the Uptown Sector Plan was
revised by adding specific policies and
regulations to help Uptown develop
into an urban center.

The two workshops and marketing
meeting each began with participants
familiarizing themselves with Uptown
Plan policies and regulations. Then
everyone was asked to let their
creative juices flow to suggest both
broad concepts and specific projects.

Uptown Plan Concepts

The Uptown Plan has five major

concepts:

4 Create and contain an Uptown Urban
Center within rigid boundaries to avoid
impacts on surrounding residential
areas.

¢ Improve Albuquerque’s future air
quality by providing dense office, retail,
and residential development in an
urban, pedestrian environment.
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Uptown Concepts (continued)

¢ Coordinate land development
with the timing of public
infrastructure.

€ Provide transit, bicycle, and
pedestrian options for travel and
encourage their use.

¢ Require extensive landscaping.

Uptown Plan Strategies

The Plan recommends several

strategies for making Uptown

cohesive and attractive:

% Develop a distinguishing feature
to serve as a trademark image of
Uptown Center.

% Promote an integrated mixture of
land uses including employment,
retail, entertainment, and
housing.

% Develop a high intensity,
predominantly office core within
the Uptown Loop Road.

% Promote pedestrian activity with
specialty retail and restaurants at
the ground level, reinforced by
pedestrian friendly streetscapes
and plazas. Require safe and
efficient pedestrian connections
to buildings from the street and
adjacent sites.

% Promote a diverse and walkable
urban form by providing plazas,
buildings in close proximity,
outdoor seating, shade, and
landscaping connected
by convenient and attractive
walkways and promenades.

% Promote the installation and
maintenance of additional
landscaping on new and existing
private development.

% Develop a highly visible, attractive
pedestrian corridor linking the 2
major shopping centers across
Louisiana.

% Require parking behind buildings.

% Require shared parking and a
reduction in parking spaces, while
providing transit and para-transit
ride-sharing.

< Develop criteria regarding shared
parking between adjacent sites.

% Encourage replacement of %2 of
mall surface parking with 2-3 level
parking structures and streets
with retail and entertainment
activities.

% Strategically locate transit, bicycle
and pedestrian facilities to
capture the most users. Provide
signage regarding route access
and location.

< In conjunction with Uptown
businesses, develop an overall
signage package to direct people
to parking, restaurants, retail
shops, etc.

Workshop Participants
Identify Uptown’s

Opportunities/Issues

Opportunities

Highest concentration within one

square mile in New Mexico:
-Retail and entertainment
-Non-government offices
-Food courts/restaurants
-Bookstores in close proximity
-13,000 jobs

Holiday and lunch-time shuttle
buses

Mall walkers
Many bus routes

Winrock remodel has lots of
interior light and space,

Issues
All the urban center “ingredients”
are here; the connections are not.

Too much parking

Amazingly poor pedestrian
environment. Uptown needs a
comprehensive pedestrian system
that links all attractions and
activities.
-cannot walk from one place to
another
- Narrow, unprotected sidewalks
-its ugly.

Bike trails could connect better to
the malls.

Uptown needs more
apartments/condos.

Air pollution (poliution alley)

Winrock needs connection to the
‘outside’.

Workshop Results

The following workshop
recommendations will be
presented to the Uptown Plan
Implementation Task Force.

This group of property owners,
business people, neighborhood
association representatives,
government representatives, and
other people interested in Uptown
will choose possible projects and
find ways to take action.

An Uptown Urban

Center Must Have...
Adults say:
Coherency and identity

More housing, residential over
retail, garden apartments and
town homes on the periphery.

Allow concurrence. Remove
parking. Mix housing and
retail.

Pedestrian and transit friendly
atmosphere.
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An Uptown Urban Center Must
Have...(continued)
If you drive, park once and go
on foot or transit. Mandate
parking garages and remove
surface parking. Charge $ for
parking

Light rail from Downtown to
Uptown

An Uptown Transit center with
connections all over town

A large urban park

A plaza with fountain, band-
shell and public art

A narrower Louisiana Blvd.
with a landscaped median --
A loop road and good
directional signage with art

Part of Louisiana underground
with a plaza above it for public
activity, music concerts,
watching people, tables with
chess boards, shade
structures and portable plants

Kids say:
A library, play center, music
and art center, snack shops,
park with a duck pond and
amusement park, alien landing
place, restaurant, rock
climbing, learning to fly,
swimming pool, make your
own candy, penguins, a gym,
club meeting places, rocket
ship launching, movies, video
arcade, a bookstore, ice
cream maker, cookie maker,
dessert-only restaurant, shops
in the middle of the street,
sports club, tennis court, and a
fun building... in other words,
fun!ll

Public Features/ Art

Adults say:
Create an area where artists
can sell their work without a
vendor's license.

Create signature vest pocket
parks (like in Portland).

Build more interesting
buildings. Retrofit existing
ones with sculpture, fountains,
special landscaping, seating
and shade.

Install interactive public art.

Build artful public walkways
across Louisiana (like the Nob
Hill arches on Central, but with
a functional purpose). These
can be above grade or just

slightly above grade if portions
of the street are submerged.

Use quarter cent, Urban
Enhancement, one percent for
art funds for public art in
Uptown.

Install metal “flags” similar to
those downtown on Central.

Encourage street artists
(jugglers, musicians, etc.) to
gather and entertain near
restaurants and theaters.

Hold festivals in parking lots.

Plant street trees using a
theme. Light on holidays.

Centrally locate a plaza
accessible to pedestrians for
maximum interaction.

Establish walking route with
points of interest signs.

Design and build really
fabulous bus stops.

Install sculptures (auto/driver
scale) and small sculptures
(pedestrian/human scale).

b~ ]
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Public Features/Art
Make shade.

Use neon (lights/sculptures).

Install large and small playful
art, landscaping, walkways,
and seating on the Charles
Well #2 property (on corner of
Americas Parkway and Indian
School).

Kids say:
Giant fruits
a spring to jump on

Unify Uptown
Develop and place maps of

Uptown area places at hotels,
offices and shops.

Outline buildings and shrubbery
with lights year round.

Introduce logos, signs, and
repetitive elements.

Public Places Should
Look Alive!

Schedule more weekend/evening
events (like the music at Borders
on Friday nights) - make Uptown a
place to go for entertainment.

Buffer places more successfully
from the pressure, noise and
intimidation of auto traffic.

Introduce an all-hours shuttle
between the malls.

Provide for and encourage street
vendors at shuttle stops.

Place a large park between the
two malls. Develop the Commons
property as an ecological theme
park (prairie dog villages, etc.)
with a mall to mall shuttle.

Make pleasant public spaces/
transit stops at both malls.
Introduce an all-hours shuttle
between the malls.

Provide shady xeriscaped
gathering places near bus or other
mass transit stops. These can
serve as waiting areas for local
Uptown and citywide public
transportation.

Locate a park at the proposed
Uptown Transit Center.

Use outdoor tents during the hot
summer.

Link People/Places

To Uptown
Create a citywide monorail

Connect proposed downtown
transit center to Uptown and
West Mesa via 1-40 mass

Build light rail and station
A.S.A.P. Shift funds from |-40
expansion and HCC/HOV

project That gives us $150
million to start!

Within Uptown
Transport people mall to mall
with a shuttle, people mover,
electric golf carts or zoo style
“Elephant trains” on a
protected path. Use existing
technology... (some say above
ground - others say below or
at grade)

Create a complete bike and
pedestrian network throughout
the Uptown area.

Make walking corridors
attractive and active places.

Light pedestrian ways and
provide security phones.

Remove two Louisiana
Boulevard traffic lanes and
replace with a streetscape that
creates a buffer zone for
pedestrians.
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Link People/Places (continued)
Widen other sidewalks and
provide shade and seating.
Create buffers between
roadway traffic and
pedestrians.

Line pedestrian corridors with
smaller retail uses, outdoor
cafes, etc. - so that people
have something to do and look
at along the way

Use excess parking areas
near sidewalks for vendors
and additional buildings--
piaces that pedestrians can
access easily.

Shorten blocks for pedestrians
by dedicating pedestrian
rights-of-way between
buildings.

Require direct pedestrian
access to shops and offices
from the public right-of-way.

Create clear and direct
pedestrian access from the
Marriott Hotel and from
Winrock to the Urban Park on
the south side of the freeway.

Develop mid-rise, high density
housing (townhouses and
apartments) within 1500 feet
of destinations. Then people
will walk.

Place kiosks and open air
markets along routes.

Make intersection crossings
and routes through parking
lots safer and more pleasant
for pedestrians.

lonoerd- 4o Srenset-
# pedesthion wu/
betpeen fre fta/ CHoss—

boidtth receipe paffre .
Traphe. ot tiplon £ s,
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Change lunch shuttle route to
capture more lunch places
around the Uptown periphery
(i.e. McDonalds).

Hold the line on big
commercial development.

Gateways

Possible Gateways

Gateways should be large enough
to make a bold statement that
creates identity and a destination.

Gateways should establish a
visual theme that can be repeated
in smaller details throughout
Uptown.

Narrow and slow down traffic at
the entrances to Uptown.

Location: Pennsylvania Drive (|-
40 - Taylor Park)
Solution: Create a distinct edge

to the Uptown district.

Location:

Solution:

Location:

Solution:

Location:

Solution:

Solution:

Location:

Solution:

Locations:

Pennsylvania/indian
School

Build a Nob Hill size
grocery store with
offices above. First,
survey residential
blocks around it.

Louisiana/Menaul

Calm traffic with fewer
lanes. Make it
uncomfortable to drive
through Uptown.
Redesign to two traffic
lanes each way,
diagonal parking, lots
of street trees, 2-3
story buildings
adjacent to the street
with retail, restaurants,
and services at street
level.

Louisiana/indian
School

Integrate land uses
and design within 600
feet. Allow linear retail
with covered walkways
down the street.

Submerge traffic and
develop a park with
fountain, band shell,
park, and playground
above.

Louisiana/Americas
Parkway

Build a pedestrian
walkway over
Louisiana from Marriott
to Winrock.

San Pedro/Menaul
Pennsylvania/Indian
School
Uptown/Cutler
Uptown/San Pedro
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Gateways (continued)

Solution: Use a special
pedestrian crossing
treatment. possibilities

are arches with
walkways over roads,
special pedestrian
crossing at street level,
or sinking traffic lanes.

Locations: San Pedro, Menaul,
Louisiana, Constitution,
Pennsylvania, Indian
School, and Cutler.

Solutions: These are transition
zones where auto
oriented businesses
should be replaced
with combined
neighborhood retail
and residential uses.
(Examples are
Coolidge corners in
Boston and Nob Hill at
Carlisle.)

Ideas for Streets

Louisiana Boulevard
Create a sense of place:
Louisiana Boulevard should
not be just another NE Heights
6-8 lane boulevard.

Narrow the street and widen
the sidewalks.

Remove a traffic lane on each
side and plant a landscaped
buffer zone between
roadway/traffic and
pedestrians.

Create places for people to
walk and gather.

Build pedestrian overpasses
or car underpasses for
through-traffic (like Wacker
Drive in Chicago).

Develop safe and attractive
pedestrian crossovers.

Use air space over the
through-traffic lanes as real
estate for public and/or private
development.

Use land on the east side of
Louisiana north of Indian
School for housing and public
space.

Improve lighting for
pedestrians.

Direct through-traffic around
Uptown with directional signs
at gateways and at 1-40.

Plant more trees (no pollen,
low water users, low leaf litter).

Plant large scale landscaping -
tall trees including conifers.

Use neon.

San Pedro
Landscape or vacate City
owned dirt strip on west side
of Coronado’s parking lot.

Improve bike lanes.

Pennsylvania
Give Pennsylvania back to the
neighborhoods. Widen the
cross walks. Reduce the
turning radius at street
intersections. Change street
configuration to two through-
traffic lanes, a center turn
lane, and bike lanes. Widen
the sidewalks. Landscape
with trees.

Allow high density high rise
housing or a grocery,
pharmacy, coffee shop, and
housing on the southwest
corner of Pennsylvania and
Indian School.

Americas Parkway
Draw people here 24 hours a
day with buildings that have
windows and doors next to the
public sidewalk, solid ADA
accessible pedestrian
connections, street
performers, and housing.

Indian School
Include Indian School on a
light rail line with stations
downtown, at UNM,
Washington, Wyoming, Hotel
Circle, Tramway, and ending
at a park, bike and ride facility
in Tijeras.

February 2Ist
Participants

Planning Department
Robin Dehnert

Ed Boles

Neal Weinberg

Ted Scholer

Jon Messier

Sandy Fish

Mary Piscatelli-Umphres
Adrienne Emmot
Russell Brito

Selena Reed

Paula Ramsey

Susan Kelly

Manjeet Tangri

Elaine Taylor-Tyler
Joel Wooldridge

Ron Short

Diego Jordan

Public Works Department
John Castillo

Public Art - CIP
Sheri Brueggeman
Jane Sprague
Gordon Church

Parks - CIP
Diane Scena
Karin Pitman

—
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May 3rd Participants

Rick Feder, Coronado Center
David Campbell Uptown Assn.
Lee Gamelsky AIA

Marian & Henry Dreyer Zuni N.A.
Steve Borbas Urban Designer
Susanna Gilbert

Mary Jane Sachs

R. Allen “Soaring Eagle” Edwards
John Souza

Mike Dumond

Christine Kudija ASLA

Manjeet Tangri AIA

Rob Noyes-Smith

Besim Hakim AlA & Family
Kristine Frassett, Coronado Center
Joel Perry

Bruce Gunderson

Mark Childs AIA

Karin Pitman AIA

Stella Abrams

Steven Donahue
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Making an Urban Center: Uptown Workshops Provide Possible Answers.
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE
NUMBERS @4/9)

TTY USERS: May call any number listed through Relay New Mexico at
1-800-659-8331.

Published by: city of Albuguerque, Department
of Family & Community Services, Office of
Nei ghborhood Coordination. (feel free to reprint for your publication).
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Police/Fire/Rescue (Emergency) 911
Albuquerque Clean Team (ACT) 823-4228
Albuquerque Police Department
Crime Analysis Section 768-3282
Police (non-emergency) 242-2677
Police Substations:

Foothills 823-4455
Northeast (8201 Osuna NE) 823-4455
Southeast (800 Louisiana SE) 256-2050
Valley (5408 2nd St. NW) 761-8800
Westside (6404 Los Volcanes NW) 831-4705
Records 768-2020
Telephone Reporting Unit 768-2030

Animal Control (Eastside) 768-1975

Animal Control (Westside) 768-1935

Animal Control (County) 873-6706

Attorney General (Consumer Protection) 1-800-678-1508

Better Business Bureau 884-0500

Burn/No-Burn Advisory 768-2876

City Council Office 768-3100

City Council Hotline (Mtgs., agendas) 768-4777

City/County Information 768-2000

Community Planning 924-3860

County Assessor (Property Ownership) 768-4040
County Clerk (Voter Registration) 768-4090

County Commission Office 768-4000
Crimestoppers 843-7867
Dumping on Vacant Lots 924-3850

Environmental Health Offices 768-2600

(for Mosquito/Fly Spraying, Noisy Neighbors, Noise, Restaurant, Food Poisoning Complaints,

Dust
complaints from Construction.)
Fire (Non-Emergency) 243-6601
Fire Marshal’s Office 888-8124
Firecrackers or Gunshots 242-2677
Garbage Collection Problems 761-8100
Gas Leaks (Days) 246-7474
(Nights, Weekends, Holidays) 880-7300
Graffiti Removal Services 857-8055
Graffiti 24 Hour Hotline 768-4725
Housing Code Enforcement 764-3959
Keep Albuquerque Beautiful (KAB) 857-8280

Landfill Information
Cerro Colorado 836-8764
Don Reservoir  836-8757
Eagle Rock 857-8318
Montessa Park  873-6607

Landlord/Tenant Hotline 256-9442
Library (Information & Reference 768-5140
Mayor’s/CAO Office 768-3000

Mediation 768-4651
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Neighborhood Coordination

Poison & Drug Information
Public Works Department

Recycling Information

Recycling Hotline

Ridepool

Sheriff’s Department (non-emer.)
State Police

State Information

Stop Signs (Missing)

Streetlights Out/Down Powerlines
Suntran Information (Bus)

Sunvan Information (Bus/handicapped)

Traffic Sign & Speed Information
Trees (Obstructing View)

United Way Helpline

Vehicle Information

Wasted Water Hotline
Weed & Litter Complaints
Weed & Litter

Zoning Violations

When you make a complaint, be specific, provide addresses

768-3790
Neighborhood Crime Prevention  924-3600
Open Space or Bosque ~ 873-6632

Parks Management (7 a.m.-5 p.m.)
Reservations for Parks 857-8669

Lights, Park Maint. Vandalism 857-8650
272-2222

Barricades 768-2552

Cockroach Hotline 873-7009
Emergencies (Water, Sewer) 857-8250
Information 768-3650

Pothole Repair  857-8027

Sandbags 857-8025

Sidewalk Obstructions 857-8680

Special Events Permits ~ 768-2551

Street Maintenance (8-5) 857-8025

After Hours (all divisions) 857-8250
761-8100

761-8176

243-7433

768-4160

841-9256

1-800-825-6639

857-8028
246-5890
843-9200
764-6165
857-8680
857-8680
247-3671

Abandoned on Public Streets 768-2277
Inoperable on Private Property 924-3850
Pollution Hotline 247-2273

768-3640

924-3850

761-8100

(10+ bags/lg. item pick-up - 1 day before trash day)
924-3850

and the length of time there has been a problem.
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Parks and General Services

Public Works / Starm Drainage
Public Works / Streets

Other

Neighborhood Set Aside

LIETF Capital Projects

Mid-Heights

Map Scale 1" = 5000"

Juan Tabo




LAND USES (acreage)

_ BINGLE FAMILY {4 482

B wuLT FAMILY je78}

B COUMERCIAL RETAL (832

B COMMERCIAL SERVICE (TET)

] WHOLEBALE KD WARSHOUSING [158)
B NDUETRIAL AND WANUFACTURING (154)
2 PUBLIE AND INSTITUTIOMAL (S03)

B FeRHS AND RECREATION (202

B FrRKING LOTS AN STRUCTURES (442}
| TRAMSPOATATION AND UTILITIES [0y
B CRAMAGE SHD FLODD CONTROL (278)
| AGRICULTURE (12

VASANT (383
TOTAL (8,717)
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